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(myxcdcma) from which the condition originally got its name,
die scantiness and dryncss of the hair, are similar to those just
described for cretinism. But inasmuch as full development,

skeletal, sexual, and mental has been attained before the on-
set of the disease, many of the characteristic features of cretinism
are absent. Myxedematous subjects, though they are apathetic
and lethargic and think slowly, are not mentally defective.

Fig.  10-10   Myxedema.    Left, before treatment with thyroid extract.
Right, after treatment.    (From Joll.)
The myxedematous subject is very quickly restored to normal
by thyroxine or thyroid extract. The cretin may also be stimu-
lated to normal growth and development by thyroid treatment,
provided this is started at an early age (p. 448). The longer
that treatment is postponed, the less benefit will be derived from
treatment and, if the condition has existed for years, little bene-
fit will result (see Figs. 10-8 to 10-10).
Hyperthyroidism, thyrotoxicosis (ouemctit/ity of the thyroid
gland). Hyperthyroidism occurs in two forms,, considered on
the basis of the microscopical appearance of the gland. In the
first form, called exophthalmic goiter, the whole gland is en-
larged. The chief features of this condition are (a) enlarge-
ment of the thyroid, (b) elevation of the basal metabolic rate,